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1871 International Court of Arbitration. They do discuss it;
Letat~6 more kas keen sa*d anc^ written on the subject in the last
year than ever before. But how little prepared the Euro-
pean world is for the realisation of the idea may be seen in
the fact that the leaders of our working classes, who have
been more zealous for peace than any other class, and who
at the beginning of this war made a strong demonstration
against allowing ourselves to be drawn into it, are now, at
least many of them are, loudly demanding that we should
go to war with Germany in behalf of France. I believe
that the conditions of a settlement of differences by arbitra-
tion do exist between Great Britain and the United States;
because in the first place, as I believe, there really exists in
both countries a sincere repugnance to going to war with
one another; and besides, the ostensible causes of our
disagreements are always the real ones. But how could
the quarrel between France and Germany have been
referred to arbitration ? The pretended grievance was a
mere sham; the cause of war was that France could not
bear to see Germany made powerful by union. If such a
war could have been prevented it would not have been by
a judicial process, but by a possible interference of neutrals
to aid the party attacked. So with the Crimean war : the
real question was not about any special ground of quarrel;
it was, whether Russia should be allowed to conquer
Turkey or not, which question did not admit of being
referred to arbitration. When the nations of Europe shall
have given up national hatreds and schemes of national
aggrandisement, and when their institutions shall be suffi-
ciently assimilated to prevent any of the governments from
seeing in the greatness and prosperity of another state a
danger to its power over its own people, they will probably
be all so sincerely desirous of peace that they will never
dream of any other than an amicable settlement of any
accidental differences that may still arise. And every step
taken in the improvement of the intelligence and morality
of mankind brings this happy result a little nearer.

There is a sort of stagnation just now in our internal
politics, as the public can hardly feel interested in anythingTngland ought to have done            j
